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he year 1776 was the most dra-
matic in the history of New
Jerse.y. It was a year when the

colony, which had hung back from sever-
ing ties with Great Britain, finally over-
threw the Royal governor, adopted
a constitution declaring inde-
pendence, and organized a
new government. Then
came disaster, when an
army of British and
Hessians invaded
New Jersey and
chased General
George Washing-
ton’s tattered
and poorly
equipped army
out of the state.   

But then
came a bold
counterstroke.
On Christmas
night, Washing-
ton and his army
crossed the Del-
aware, and next
day defeated the
Hessian garrison at
Trenton. Eight days
later the Americans
scored a second victory at
Princeton. 

This dramatic period in
our state’s history, 225 years ago,
will be explored at the New Jersey His-
torical Commission’s 17th annual confer-
ence on Saturday, December 1, 2001, 9:00
am - 3:30 pm at the Masonic Temple in
Trenton. The Conference is entitled “Year
of Crisis: New Jersey in 1776.”

The featured speaker will be popular
author Thomas Fleming, the author of
more than forty books of fiction and non-
fiction on American history. Fleming has
appeared on the History Channel, the

Today Show, and PBS. 
Also at the Conference,

Professor Maxine Lurie of
Seton Hall University

will speak about “Was
New Jersey’s Revolu-

tion Radical or Con-
servative: The
Constitution of
1776.”

At lunch, the
Historical Com-
mission will
present awards
of recognition
to organiza-
tions and indi-
viduals who
have con-
tributed to the

preservation and
dissemination of

New Jersey history.
Following the

luncheon, attendees
can select from a series

of events, including
tours of the Old Barracks,

the State Museum, and the
State Archives, and workshops on

genealogy, teaching, and how to get a
grant.

For more information, call the New
Jersey Historical Commission at 609-292-
6062.
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he White House Millennium Council and the
National Trust for Historic Preservation estab-
lished the Save America’s Treasures (SAT) pro-
gram in 1998 to identify and protect the country’s

significant cultural resources—historic structures, docu-
ments, and works of art. Since that time, 722 sites and objects
of historic and cultural importance have been named SAT
Official Projects, including 21 in New Jersey.

The SAT program is foremost an acknowledgement of
cultural landmarks. Through its high-profile media events,
Web site, educational programs and outreach, this national
program seeks to raise awareness of the plight of all endan-
gered American treasures and encourage local and regional
support for community preservation projects. 

SAT Official Projects are eligible to apply for highly com-
petitive federal matching grants, administered by the
National Park Service. Funding should continue through
2002, pending Congressional approval.  In 2000, only one
New Jersey site received a matching grant from the $15 mil-
lion available. The Laundry and Hospital Outbuilding at
Ellis Island received a $500,000 federal matching grant
toward its stabilization and preservation efforts. This year
three sites received funding from the $13.7 million awarded:
Collections at Edison National Historic Site ($250,000); Roe-
bling Family Collection ($73,126); and Stickley Museum at
Craftsman Farms ($250,000). 

While the selection of Official Projects was an inclusive
process that recognized sites of national, regional, and local
value, the funding application states that only nationally sig-
nificant projects are competitive in the award process. Appli-
cations are awarded points based on the threat to the project
or site, appropriateness of the proposed action, educational
value of the project, and the organization’s ability to secure
matching funds. 

The National Trust for Historic Preservation also
encourages private donations to SAT sites from corpora-

tions, foundations, and individual donors. Thomas Edison
Invention Factory in West Orange, for example, received a
$5 million donation from the General Electric Company, the
corporate descendent of Thomas A. Edison.  The project
includes the preservation and restoration of buildings, arti-
facts, and documents associated with Edison’s career and
inventions. It was a highlight of a 1998 SAT media tour by
then First Lady Hillary Clinton.

Despite the limited financial assistance available for
SAT sites, several of New Jersey’s official projects have been
successful raising funds and awareness of their sites, both
before and after their official SAT designation. What follows
is a sampling of SAT Official Project activity in New Jersey:

Asbury Park Beach Front Convention
Hall and Casino Complex

An exuberant and commanding presence on Asbury
Park’s boardwalk, the Convention Hall and Paramount The-
ater are colorful and grandiose both in structure and in spir-
it. The complex is an eclectic combination of Italian and
French motifs, designed by the prominent New York City
firm of Warren and Wetmore, architects of Grand Central
Terminal.

As a civic project, the 1928-1930 complex was an ambi-
tious effort by Asbury Park to assert and maintain its pre-
eminence as the urban resort along the northern New Jersey
shore. The sprawling structure—including a theater, exhi-
bition hall, and an arcade lined with shops and amuse-
ments—is a unique and early oceanfront, mixed-use
complex.  The seaside structure has recently benefited from
roof replacement and the restoration of the Paramount The-
ater. A $1.24 million matching grant from the New Jersey
Historic Trust will help fund the current restoration of the
prominent water tower, as well as rehabilitation of other
features on the building.

SAVING AMERICA’S TREASURES IN NEW JERSEY

T

•November 17, Reenactment of retreat from Fort Lee and
march to Historic New Bridge Landing

•December 1 NJ Historical Commission Annual Confer-
ence (see cover)

•December 2, Commemoration of American Retreat
through Princeton

•December 9, Commemoration of British occupation of
Princeton

•December 25, Reenactment of Christmas Night crossing
•December 29-30, Reenactment of Battles of Trenton and

Princeton
•January 6, Reenactment of Washington’s arrival in Mor-

ristown
•Through February 24, exhibit on George Washington and

the Battle of Trenton: The Evolution of an American
Image, NJ State Museum, Trenton

225TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE AMERICAN REVOLUTION EVENTS
By going to the Web site of the 225th Anniversary of the American Revolution Celebration Commission

(www.state.nj.us/state/225commission) you can see a detailed listing of events commemorating this crucial time in New
Jersey history, and you can add your own organization’s events to this list. 

The 225th Anniversary Commission established by executive order, is not only concerned with military
anniversaries, but seeks to increase public knowledge of how the Revolution touched the lives of ordinary men and
women in New Jersey, and how the ideas about democracy and human rights that the conflict unleashed have
challenged and inspired succeeding generations down to the present day.

Below is an abbreviated listing of events planned for the fall/winter season:
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Cape May County Airport Hangar #1

Constructed in 1943 and recognized by SAT in 1999, the
hangar is one of fewer than 30 Navy airplane hangars built
nationwide during World War II. Left to deteriorate by post-
war airplane-related businesses, the immense 92,000-square
foot structure was purchased from Cape May County by the
nonprofit Naval Air Station Wildwood Foundation and cur-
rently houses an aviation museum and historic aircraft.  The
large facility is also used for a variety of community events.

This project received a $535,000 matching grant from the
New Jersey Historic Trust in 2000, which is addressing exte-
rior restoration work and barrier-free accessibility issues for
the museum. Past funds for roof replacement came from a
Department of Transportation’s ISTEA grant, and addition-
al matching funds come from rental income.

Craftsman Farms

Gustav Stickley pioneered the American Arts and Crafts
movement in the early years of the twentieth century. His
belief in simple design, natural materials, and careful crafts-
manship is still a powerful influence in American architecture,
interior design, and aesthetics. In 1908, Stickley established
Craftsman Farms as a farm and school where children could
study with master craftsmen. The school was designed to be
completely self-sufficient and included gardens, orchards, a
dairy, ice ponds, and stables. Unfortunately the school was
never a financial success, and Stickley filed for bankruptcy in
1917. The site was scheduled for residential development in
the late 1980s, but with the help of a planning grant from the
New Jersey Historic Trust and funds from the Green Acres pro-
gram, the town was able to purchase and develop a public use
for the site.

A National Historic Landmark, Craftsman Farms
received two grants from the New Jersey Historic Trust that
funded the preparation of a historic structures report and
necessary interior work. Stickley’s Log House operates as
a museum, with guided tours, exhibits, lectures, and
demonstrations. 

Craftsman Farms has also received financial support
from the National Trust for Historic Preservation and, in
2000, it received a $35,000 planning grant from the J. Paul
Getty Trust. The Getty grant was part of a $1 million grant
program available only to SAT Official Projects. This grant
will help Craftsman Farms to expand research and to devel-
op design and maintenance plans.

Paulsdale, Birthplace and Family Home
of Alice Paul

Paulsdale is a National Historic Landmark, significant
as the home of renowned suffragist Alice Stokes Paul (1885-
1977). The farmstead consists of a pre-1849 Greek-Revival-
style dwelling house and a nineteenth-century icehouse,

Hangar #1, a Cape May county historic site, houses an aviation
museum and historic aircraft, sponsors aviation-themed events
and community activities.

Craftsman
Farms in
Morris
County has
benefited from
both Save
America’s
Treasures and
New Jersey
Historic Trust
matching
grants.

New Jersey
Historic Trust
Executive
Director
Harriette
Hawkins
speaks at a
groundbreaking
ceremony at
Paulsdale in
Burlington
County.

continued on next page

About This Issue

W
elcome to the third issue of the New Jersey Gazette.  Highlighting
its contents are:  a lead story about events relating to the 225th
anniversary of the American Revolution, an announcement about

the opening of BooksNJ (a bookstore dedicated to publications about New
Jersey studies, jointly operated by the State Archives and the Historical
Commission), and notices of grants awarded by the Historic Trust and
Historical Commission.

The agencies that publish the Gazette wish to make the “Calendar”
section more inclusive:  this issue’s listings, in particular, relate almost
entirely to state government activities.  To have your historical organi-
zations’ event schedules appear in the “Calendar” section, please wait
until approximately two-to-three months from the date of publication
before sending notice to the editor.  This delay is necessary because of
the long publishing schedule that we must operate under as constituent
agencies of the Department of State.

To contact the New Jersey Gazette regarding editorial matters,
please phone or e-mail Dan Jones, New Jersey State Archives, (609) 984-
3297, Daniel.Jones@sos.state.nj.us. For additions or other changes to
the mailing list, please e-mail Janice.Caldwell@sos.state.nj.us.
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apital city visitors can browse the widest selection
of New Jersey books in print available anywhere
at Books NJ, Trenton’s newest bookstore. Opened
for business on September 17, Books NJ is a joint

venture of the State Archives and Historical Commission.
The store offers lovers of state and local history access to
more current New Jersey publications than any other shop
in the state. The store is located on the first floor of the
Department of State Building at 225 West State Street, and is
open weekdays from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.

Books NJ stocks not only high quality books, but also
CD-ROMs, microfilms, broadsides, videos, and other media
from more than forty different publishers. Visitors to the
State Archives, State Museum, and neighboring heritage
tourism destinations in the capital will discover a rich vari-
ety of subjects represented on the shelves. All publications
pertain to New Jersey state and local history in the broader
sense—including genealogy, historic sites, and historic
preservation, archaeology, cultural history, and related
fields such as environmental history, economics, sociology,
and public policy.

Books NJ reflects the State Archives’ and Historical
Commission’s commitment to provide researchers, visitors,
and citizens of the state an attractive, convenient place to
purchase a range of New Jersey resources not available in
any other single outlet. The store features the publications
of the Archives and the Commission, plus the products of
well-known publishers such as Rutgers University Press,

Longstreet House, Hunterdon House, Genealogical Pub-
lishing Co., Arcadia Publishing Co., and major history
organizations such as the State Museum, New Jersey His-
torical Society, Rutgers Special Collections and University
Archives, Genealogical Society of New Jersey, Gloucester
County Historical Society, and many others.

Web surfers can check out Books NJ online at
www.booksnj.com. The site enables fast access to a complete
listing of all books and resources available in the store.
Enthusiasts of New Jersey history: please come and
browse!

ONLY JERSEY BOOKS!
BOOKS NJ OPENS IN TRENTON

Books NJ Store

C

continued from previous page

located on a six-acre tract of land that retains many of its peri-
od plantings.  The Alice Paul Centennial Foundation now
owns the site and plans to preserve Paulsdale as a tribute to
Alice Paul and to establish an educational facility to provide
leadership training for girls and young women.

A $478,000 grant from the New Jersey Historic Trust is
helping fund exterior restoration and limited rehabilitation
of some of the interior, including barrier-free accessibility.
The Pew Charitable Trusts’ Heritage Investment Program
and the Casino Reinvestment Development Authority have
donated additional matching funds to the project.

William Trent House
In 1714, Philadelphia merchant William Trent purchased

800 acres at the fall line of the Delaware River, established
Trent’s Town and constructed a large dwelling at the center
of his enterprise for his family. The Trent House stands as
the oldest building in Trenton and serves as an important
example of early Georgian domestic architecture in the Mid-
Atlantic region. It also contains an extensive collection of

late-seventeenth- and eighteenth-century furniture. A
$711,258 matching grant from the New Jersey Historic Trust
funds ongoing repairs and site improvements, as well as the
development of a visitor facility in the carriage house. 

For a complete list of SAT New Jersey projects:
www.saveamericastreasures.org/projnewjersey.htm

For more information about Trust-funded projects:
www.njht.org/sites.htm 

Students from a
Pemberton
middle school
explore
archeology at
the Trent House
in Mercer
County.
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he New Jersey State Archives recently completed the first phase of a proj-
ect to conserve the most valuable nineteenth-century maps and engi-
neering drawings from the Morris Canal and Banking Company record
collection. Fifteen of the sixty-five maps identified as most in need of con-

servation were cleaned, deacidified, repaired, reinforced, and encapsulated by
professional conservators at the Conservation Center for Art and Historic Arti-
facts in Philadelphia. Funding for this phase of the project was provided by a grant
from the New Jersey State Library. The remaining maps and drawings will be like-
wise conserved as funding becomes available.

The maps treated date from the 1830s to1890s and contain unique and criti-
cal historical information on the various geographical areas along the canal. They
document not only the engineering and construction of the canal, but are also key
reference sources for historic site researchers, archaeologists, and historians inter-
ested in localities nearby. Included in the group of maps conserved are detailed
plans and diagrams of locks, groove wheels, canal houses, and the inclined plane
machinery used to lift canal boats several dozen feet at a time.

The Morris Canal had a crucial impact on the social and economic develop-
ment of northern New Jersey in the mid-nineteenth-century. It also permanently
affected the planning of subsequent transportation systems. Many small towns
emerged and grew along the canal route, and the right-of-way originally con-
demned for canal use became the path of later railroad lines and roads. The
records of the canal serve as a key to understanding; researching and interpret-
ing not just canal history, but more broadly the history of transportation in north-
ern New Jersey.

T

STATE ARCHIVES BEGINS CONSERVING
MORRIS CANAL MAPS AND DRAWINGS

MALACHY MCCOURT NARRATES A RADIO DOCUMENTARY 
ABOUT The Life and Times of Frank Hague

e was the mayor of Jersey City
from 1917 to 1947, but he dom-
inated New Jersey politics
during the first half of the

twentieth century. The New Jersey
Historical Commission and
NJN/Public Radio have co-produced
a one-hour documentary titled The Life
and Times of Frank Hague, narrated by
actor and author Malachy McCourt.
The program was funded by grants
from the New Jersey Council for the
Humanities, a state program of the
National Endowment for the Human-
ities, and the New Jersey Historical
Commission, Department of State.
Marty Goldensohn of WNYC-FM and
Dr. David Steven Cohen of the Com-
mission co-wrote and co-produced the
documentary.

Among the historians who were
interviewed for this retrospective were
Thomas Fleming, whose father, Teddy
Fleming, was a ward leader under
Hague; Dr. Barbara Petrick of Dickin-
son High School, who grew up and
works in Jersey City; Dr. Richard Con-
nors, Professor Emeritus of Political
Science at Seton Hall University; Dr.
Lyle Dorsett, Professor of Political Sci-
ence at Wheaton College in Illinois;
and Bob Leach, Director of the Jersey
City Historical Project at the Jersey
City Public Library. 

Hague grew up in the Horseshoe
neighborhood of Jersey City, named
for its odd shape, gerrymandered to
group all the Irish into one election dis-
trict. He became mayor under the city

H

Mayor Frank Hague (courtesy of Jersey
City Public Library)

Map of portion of Morris Canal in Newark

continued on next page
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s your nonprofit group raising
funds for operating support,
programming, or facility
improvement projects? If so,

read your funding application careful-
ly! Your organization may need to
prove that it is a registered charity in
the State of New Jersey.

As is true of most agencies, the
New Jersey Historic Trust requires
nonprofit organizations that are apply-
ing for preservation grants to provide
documentation of charitable registra-
tion and reporting status at the time of
application. Under the terms of the
grant program guidelines, the Trust
cannot review applications that lack
such documentary evidence.

This requirement for charitable
registration is often confused with the
State of New Jersey tax exemption, but
the two are not the same. If you don’t
know what it takes to comply with the
state’s charitable registration laws,
read on.

The Charitable Registration &
Investigation Act of 1994 allows the

state to register and regulate charitable
organizations, professional fundrais-
ers, and fund raising counsels operat-
ing in New Jersey. Each year, these
groups must renew their registrations
with the Charities Registration Section
of the Department of Consumer
Affairs and submit financial docu-
ments relating to their activities. The
requirement covers everyone from
telemarketers who raise funds on con-
tract to nonprofit organizations with
their own development staff. Since the
law’s enactment, more than 10,000
charities have registered.

All nonprofit organizations that
are granted federal tax-exempt status
as 501(3)c organizations, that are based
in NJ, and that solicit for charitable
causes must register. Religious organ-
izations are exempt from filing.
Depending on the amount of contribu-
tions received in a single year, organi-
zations will need to complete either a
short or long form of registration, will
be required to pay filing fees from $0-
$250, and will provide completed

financial statements, IRS 990 forms,
registration forms and other relevant
information on its charitable purpose.
The organization then receives a chari-
table registration number and is able to
advertise itself as an “acceptable” char-
itable organization in the state of NJ.

Most importantly, a charity’s reg-
istration must be renewed each year. A
charity’s renewal registration is due
six months after an organization’s fis-
cal year ends, and the form is mailed to
the organization. However, it is the
responsibility of the organization to
ensure the form is completed and the
annual fee is paid. In addition the char-
ity must inform the state should it
enter into a contract with professional
fundraising counsel. Such counsel and
the contracts between the organization
and consultant are also required to be
registered with the department.

The goal of this law is to protect
consumers from being solicited by
unregistered and possibly unscrupu-
lous charities and/or fund raisers. An
on-line list of registered organizations

NEW JERSEY CHARITABLE REGISTRATION
AND THE APPLICATION PROCESS

commission form of government,
which was one of the reform measures
championed by Woodrow Wilson as
governor of New Jersey. Hague’s
power was based on providing patron-
age jobs for his mostly Irish immigrant
constituency. He financed the bloated
city payroll by taxes imposed on the oil
companies, the public utilities, and the
railroad. In order to uphold his taxation
measures, Hague needed to control the
state Board of Taxes and Assessment
and the courts, which he did through-
out the 1920s and 1930s by handpicking
several New Jersey governors. 

Frank Hague became the main dis-
penser of patronage jobs during the
New Deal. While he initially had sup-
ported Al Smith over Roosevelt in
1932, once FDR received the Democra-
tic Party nomination Hague became
one of his biggest supporters. Roo-

sevelt needed Hague’s support, yet he
convinced his Assistant Secretary of
Navy, Charles Edison, the son of the
famous inventor, to run for governor of
New Jersey in 1940. Once elected Edi-
son tried unsuccessfully to break
Hague’s power. After World War II,
however, New Jersey Governor Alfred
Driscoll convinced the public to
approve of a convention to rewrite the
state constitution in 1947. The day after
the referendum for the constitutional
convention passed, Hague resigned
from the office of mayor of Jersey City
and appointed his nephew, Frank
Eggers, to serve out his term. In the
election of 1949, Eggers and the Hague
machine were defeated by John V.
Kenny, a former political lieutenant of
Hague.

No one knows for sure what ended
Hague’s rule. Perhaps he was getting

old. Perhaps it was the new state con-
stitution that put the local and county
courts under the administration of the
New Jersey Supreme Court. Or per-
haps it was the returning war veterans
and rise of new immigrant groups,
especially the Italians and the Poles,
who were fed up with the typical
machine ticket of “four Irish Catholics
and a Protestant.”  Hague died in 1956,
a few weeks before his eightieth birth-
day, in his New York City penthouse
on Park Avenue.

Compact disks of The Life and
Times of Frank Hague are available for
$5.00. Send checks payable to “New Jer-
sey General “Treasurer” to: Books NJ,
c/o New Jersey State Archives, PO Box
307, Trenton, NJ 08625-0307. (See story
on the Books NJ bookstore on page 4.)

continued from previous page
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